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IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES - 


OF THE 


30rH LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 


REPORT OF THE CAPITOL COMMITTEE. 


The standing committee on capitol deeming it within the 
purview of their duties to ascertain. and report upon any and 
all matters pertaining or relating fo the capitol, its location, or 
future rebuilding, beg leave fo submit the following report. 

The committee met on February 3; 1893. The delay in hold- 


-ing meetings was caused by the fact that. the bill compelling ` 


witnesses to answer the subpoena of a committee of this Leg- 
islature had not sooner become law.. It was then decided to 
6811 before us every one who might possibly throw any light on 
the matter of the destruction of the capitol on May 12, “1892, 

the conduct and management of the capitol commissioners and 
their employes, and whether or not the destruction of the capitol 
might have been avoided by the exercise of dne care and dili- 
gence. To this end the committee held six (0) sessions for the 
purpose of taking testimony, and examined eighteen witnesses; 
of whom Solomon Spiegelberg and Dr. B. H. Longwill, of the 
capitol commission, were called to explain the management; 
Paul Wunschmann and J. W. Schofield concerning the insur- 
ance of the building; C. C. Everhard, the custodian, to explain 
the detail of the daily management; J. R. DeMier fo account 
for the presence of convicts in and about the capitol at any and 
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all times; and the others from among those who first discovered 
the fire. s 


Your committee will submit to the Honse 8 voluminous copy - 


of this testimony to be filed in the Legislative archives. 

Dr. Longwill and Solomon Spiegelberg report that the fire 
was. unquestionably of incendiary nature; and when asked why 
the building was not insured, replied that no funds were ap- 
propriated for that purpose and the imsurance agents refused 
to insure the building unless the cash or the. personal paper of 
the commissioners was paid ever for such insurance. They 


further agree that there is no further practical need for a capitol . 


commission, unless this Legislature make an appropriation for 
its rebuilding. and that the warden of the penitentiary with the 
assistance of one watchman could perform all duties now devolv- 
ing on said commission. : 

"Your committee therefore recommend. that the capitol ec com- 
mission be abolished; that. the eare of the capitol grounds be 


turned over to the penitentiary warden; aud that a watchman ` 


be appointed at a compensation of $30.00 per month to take 
care of the grounds at night. | 
As to the question of insurance, Mr. Paul Wunschmann testi- 


fied that he had offered to insure the building without any de- ' 


posit of premium, and that he was willing to wait until the next 
Legislature for an appropriation for his pay. The capitol com- 


mittee therefore severely censure the capitol commission for not- ` 


having the building insured; and we are further of the belief 
that had said commission exercised ordinary diligence. in the 
performance of this ‘trust, the building might have been in- 
sured. We append and, attach hereto‘ the written proposal filed 
with the capitol commission on the subject of i insurance: 


“March 4th, 1890. 
“R, H. Longwill, Esq., Chairman Capitol Custodian Committee, 
“Santa Fe, N. M. 
"SrR;— We understand that the matter of insurance of the 


"eapitol building will be considered by your committee during 


1 
1 


اس ناسرت بت 


"No, 189. ' . | 
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‘this session, and desire- to call you attention to the fact that 
“through our efforts the schedule rate on the building has been: 
“reduced to one per cent. from, one and one-half per cent. per an- 
“num, _ 

"In consequence of thesuccess that has attended our efforts in 
“this matter we feel that as a matter of simple justice we should 
*be employed to write the risk; and beg to recommend that in 
“the interest of economy you have the tisk written for a term 
“of two years, the term rate being one and one-half times the rate 
“for a single year, or one and one-half per cent. for the term. 


"In this connection it may not be amiss to explain that while 


“the rate at which the building was formerly insured was thres- 
“quarters of one per cent., the risk was written by companies 
“which were not eligible, on account of insufficient capital to do 
"business in New Mexico. It would seem reasonable to sup- 
“pose that preference will be given to those companies that com- 
“ply with the Territorial insurance laws and that pay taxes and 
“licenses into the Territorial treasury. The companies repre- 
“sented by. this agency are among the strongest of the world, | 


"and risks given them are absolutely secured. 


“Very respectfully, 
“J. W. SCHOFIELD & Oo., Agents.” 


— "UPERRITORY or New Mexico, | 
“AUDITORS OFFICE, 
- “Sana Fs, Feb. 14th, 1891. | 
* Received of Paul Wunschmann, insurance agent at Santa, 
“Fe, the sum of fifty dollars, being for his license as insur- 
“ance agent for the year ending December 31, 1890, as pro- 


- “vided for by section 1476, Compiled Laws of New Mexico. 


, $50.00 8 TRINIDAD ALABID, Auditor." 


9 
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۱ "SANTA Fr, N. M., March 4, 1891” 


“To the Honorable the Territorial Capitol Commission, Santa. 
“Fe, N. M. 


“GENTLEMEN :As the fire insuranóe: on the capitol build- 
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“ing has terminated, I respectfully make herewith application 
“for the issuance of new policies. The terms are as follows: 
“On each $1,000— i 


“For a period of 1 year 000... ...› € 810 00 
s ORI | PE E E E E eee 15 00 
ፀነ : ረይ ።.ፆ”. E 20 00 
۵ do wea Ree e Asics 25 00 
ý 30 00 


“My companies have authorized me و‎ to attach to the regular 
“fire policies a clause insuring the building and its contents 


“against loss, or damage by lightning, whether fire ensues or - ° | 


“nob; I will further insert in the policies the privilege.of making 
“alterations, additions or repairs without notice, which is usually 
"required on the part of the assured; I have further authority to 
‘include in the insurance certain property which is excluded 
‘from insurance under all policies, such as plate glass in doors 
“and windows, frescoes, wall and ceiling decorations and ar- 
“tistic work. 

“T am anxious to carry the entire amount of the ‘insurance 
“which is to be placed. on the capitol building and its contents, 
“through this office; however, if it should be divided amongst 
“the three local agents (W. G. Simmons, J. W. Schofield, Paul 
“Wunschmann رز‎ then I would respectfully request to be favored 
"with my full share. : 

“Very respectfully your obedient servant, 
“PAUL WUNSCHMANN.” 


The foliowing is the official statement of the treasurer of the 
weekly balances on hand at the time this matter of: insurance 
was under discussion. It will be seen at a glance that there was ' 
sufficient, although the capitol commission endeavor to make 
some set-offs against these amounts of over due bills. The 
figures, however, speak for themselves, and are submitted. 
without further comnient. We are also assured that Mr. — 
Wunschmann would have been willing to insure the build- 
ing'and wait for his pay until the Legislature made an ap- 
propriation therefor, but the commission failed to avail ther:- 
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selves of this opportunity ; and it is an additional cause of cen- 
sure. | 


à & Ue Sane Fs, N. M., Feb. 17, 1893, 


“Hon, .W. S. Hopewell, Member 30th Legislative Assembly N; 
“M, Santa Fe. 


` *DEAR Sm:—In compliance with your pond I submit be- 
"low a statement of the expenditurés of the capitol building 
“committee, and the capitol custodian commission, kince the | 
“completion and furnishing of the building, as shown wn by the - 
“books in my office. Also I give the balances on hand in. the 
“treasury to the credit of the capitol current expense fund, from 
"the beginning of the 42nd fiscal year to- the pee of the 


ሺ... 
“Yours respectfully, 


p > *R. J. PALEN, Treasurer." 
E ances 

{SBI cae eben $ 6.137 59 March 12, 1899... .:..,... «5... $3,642 TT 

1890....... .. .. 6,780 47 wo 149, ፍ ,.............. ሕሸ] 1T 
1891.......... . 3,720 63 UNES. E E REDE 2,216 63 ር 

1899............. 427159. April 9, “ ................ 2,118 99 

I NNI MMC IN ME NE M qo ይ ንንን 2,386 15 

“መ یه‎ ደይ Boor 09 

Total... ....... 821,255 28 EE ር... 1,774 70. — 
T 2 May اجه جر و2‎ 1755 09 : 
i£ “ 696 65 


We do, however, in the most al a and absolute terms, 
condemn the commission collectively and individually for the 
lax, careless and inefficient oversight exercised. concerning 1 the. 
‘building. s? - 

It is admitted by the commission and the custodian, and testi- ` 
fied to by every other witiess, that convicts had the run of the. 


. "whole building, and Mr. DeMeir states that on the morning 


[2 


after the fire a ‘convict, No. 517, Francisco Hernandez, handed 


`° him two keys to the building, — " . o 


‘It is further proven by the testimony of several witnesses and 
corroboratively by the testimony of Mr. C. C. Everhardt 
himself that the night watchman, Santiago C. de Baca, was will- 


fully carless and negligent, There is not a 80፲8ቹ of evidence 
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that he was at his. post when the fire broke out; but on the con- 
trary, Mr. Everhardt states that he had often to leave the build- 
ing before Mr. Baca arrived. As to Mr. Everhardt himself, we . 
beg leave to state that he was apparently absolutely incom- 
patent negligent and careless; and that to his negligence the 
disaster iú principally traceable: The committee censure his 


. conduct absolutely. He was frequently absent from his duties, 


negligent of the most apparent responsibility. He made a 
practice of leaving the building in the afternoon to go riding 


` with his wife. When he knew that the water supply was Short, 


he took no proper ሦት to remedy. the evil. 


The water Supply ad been short for 8 week or more, and 
neither the commission nor the custodian had taken proper 
steps to remedy the evil, On the night of the fire, the pres- 
sure of water in the adjacent hydrants was sufficient to have 
thrown a stream on the building, while at the capitol hydrant 
the pressure was not sufficient to throw water ten feet beyond 
the hose nozzle. | 


. The fact is not absolutely established by the testimony, but 
your committee is constrained to believe that the hydrant or 
cock letting the water to the capitol was partially. turned off; 
while‘ on ‘the other hand it is proven by direct evidence that . 
the pressure in the nearest adjacent RS was ample to throw 
water on the. building. 


Aside from the fact that the convicts were allowed therun n of 
the building, two witnesses, Peter Downing and Roy R. Young, > 
testify to seeing a man trying to prop open one of ther main 
doors with a heavy mat; and Mr. J. B. Sloan saw a man ran- ` 
ning away from the building at about the same time, or a little 


‘later. This man was unquéstionably- the man who-set fire to- 


the building. ጭ. و‎ 

Your committee further inquired as to the value of the | 
capitol ruins and adjacent ground. The capitol commission 
estimate this at about $80,000. In this they are supported 
by the testimoney of two expert builders, who say this figure 


. Capitol. Committee. 9 


ds correct, provided. the building was to ‘Be simply restored on 
-` the original plan. ` ne 

Mr. Jesse M. Wheelock was also iod as an export witness; 
he has materially decreased.this estimate, because, as he states, 
the building was of limestone man acd the fire touched it 
the stone is useless; : o 52 


2 
5 
7 


° Your committee, however, do n Bein it necessary fo dis- 
cuss this question further. Itis fully elaborated in the testi- 
mony and may be ‘of use-to some future Legislature. As there | 
is no, likelihood of sn immediate appropriation to rebuild the 
capitol, that subject may be waived. ` 


In "conclusión, we would recommend the abolishment of the. 
capitol commission ; that the ‘superintendence of the ruins and — 
grounds he delegated to.the.warden of the penitentiary ; that the’ 
boilers and piping now in the building be removed to the peni- 
tentiary, where they may probably be put to use in running a 
tannery, or some other industrial power; and again report our 
censure of the careless management that allowed the building to 
be. at times unwatched, aud at others overrun by convicts, 
while not only was the water supply short, but the hose to use 
did on the third floor was cut'and useless. - > ۱ 


. As to the question of the future site of the capitol, we rec- 
omménd and urge upon the good judgment of the House that 
the Territory is ill prepared at this moment to make any change 
from this historic capital, Santa Fe; that the time is fast ap- 
proaching when the Territory, in her transition to statehood, 
will be called upon to select by popular vote a seat of govern- . 
‘ment; and therefore, that it would be excecdingly anappropriate . 
at this time to make a change by act of the Legislature, or any. 
appropriation ; for ‘rebuilding at any point until the question of 
permanent location is settled by vote. of the people. 


^ Your committee, ha&vé not 6፡54 ihe origin ወ፪ course of 
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` we.can afford no clue to the pérpeirator, we beg io submit this 
ን ኔኔ and accompanying testimony. | : 
Respectfully, 
W. S. HoPEWELL, 
°` Chairman, 

BENJAMIN M. READ, 

L. FRAMPTON, 

` Capitol Committee. 


The committee on investigation of the burning of the capi- 
tol hereby endorses this report as they were unable to gather 
any more facts than the capitol committee has done. 

m ERNEST MEYERS, 
‘Chairman. 


‹| 

Sor. ره مرج‎ called, sworn and manned: 

(By Mr. Hopewell. ¥ 

Q. Mr. Spiegelberg, you were ወ of the capitol com- 
mission ? . * 
° A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Will you then, sir, please state to the committee what 
you know about the: present condition of the capitol- We 


° would like td, have you make a statement as to the exact state 


of affairs, to the best of your knowledge, as to the cause of the 
burning of the capitol. its present condition, and as to what you ' 
think best to'be done with the grounds, and everything relat-. 
ing and 人 to the capitol and fo the destruction of 
the same. : 

A. Well, I don't know exactly what you wish B know. I 
have previously been questioned by Mr. Read as to the de- 
struction of the capitol. It was a mystery to us all: In the 
afternoon I was at the building— 

Q. Aud everything was in the best condition that. it could ۰ 
, possibly be 一 eyerything was clean and there was no fire in 
the house at all?  - 

A. But one fire; that was in the morning, when the Áuditor 


. spoke of wanting a little fire in the chimneys. . The matter 


t 


d 
T 
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ብ 


' was, I really acted as the secretary, as you know, and. Mr. ۱ 
Thomas, our deceased friend, was the custodian. ,He was the l > 
one who had to:see what went. on all aroünd and about the ` i 

“house and in.the house, it being so that, he was secretary him- l 

| sêl We thought that it-was most convenient for him to take 
that position, and made Dr. Longwill president, and of course 
there was no other place for me to take but custodian. But I 
know nothing about the burning'of it, as I have said several 
times: You wish for a statement as to what I know of the 
burning. 

Q. We want to 9668 all that you A relative to and ap- 
pertaining to this fire. 


A. So far as the fire is Saeed: I think I was one of the .. 
first on the grounds when the cry came that the capitol was on 
firé, and immediately observed that the south corner, way up on 
"e in the tower under the roof, thai the flame was coming out. 
Q--(by Mr. Read). Which tower was that in? There were 
>, two towers on the building, were there not? ' i 
A. ¥es, sir; one on the north and, one on the south. ' This 
was on the south-east corner. I think it was only a little flame, ' 
and we could easily have extinguished, it, but whilst we were 
looking at it another fire broke out in the north tower. . 


Q. (by Mr. Hopewell). * Was that in the tower? 


. A. Yes, sir; both in the tower; but I could observe no fire 
in the center of the building until the fire seemed to be on both ` 
sides of the building. It was at the-extreme point north-west 
and the extreme point south-west, and. when I saw that I knew . 
that it had been set on fire; I knew at once that there was 

' something wrong in that burning mattér. What it was 1 eould E 
"notte because it was very high up, but it did not take long እ, 
befóre it ‘gradually eame together on the’ top floor. There was ር 

no fire on:thé first and Second floors, 11 was all wood-work up 
there. "Everybody round about called ont thatthe NE ghad = 
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A. The water service was all very slack on 1 account of the 
water. 


Q. We want to m the exact facts. There. was no pres- 
sure there? 


^A. Now, dis. when it comes to the point, we could not’ geb 
pressure of water. Ifwe.had had the whole force we could have 
thrown a stream of water clear over the building, but it seems 
that a portion of the force had been taken off that evening. We ` 


went right to work, as you will observe. "The water supply 


came into the grounds through a corporation cock, but it was 
partly turned off so that we could hardly gef seven-eighths .of 
ihe water. If the whole force had been turned on we could, as 
I have said, have thrown the water clear over the building, but 
we did not have it when we wanted it. : 

Q. What was the cause of it being turned off? 

A. Ido not know whether it was scarcity of water or whether 
they wanted it to come to a point somewhere else. 

Q. Whose duty was it to supply the water? 

A. The water.company’s. 

Q. How long was it before the supply was all on? ; 

A. Well, I don’t know that. It is hard work to get to the 
bottom of that. l 

Q. Have you reason to believe that the full supply was 
turned off by the water company or by some citizens? 

A. I don’t know, sir. = 
~ Q. The water company say and they always insisted ‘that it 
was turned on in full. 2 

A. Idowtknow. I asked them and they said that we al- 
ways had water. I would recommend that John Gray be called 
and questioned about the water. | 

Q. Well, how much of the property i in the building, outside 
of the building, did you save? : ۲ 

A. . Well, we saved, I believe, quite a number of desks and 
chairs as appertained to the Secretary's office. That was most ` 
convenient to get at and we got that out on the lower floor, 
Wess the fire was not so hot, 


um 
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Q Most of: the — in the Secretary’s office was saved? 

A. We hurried up and Lu out such books and stuff as was 
loose around. 

Q. What else did. you save, outside of the Secretary’s office? 

A. Well that was all. It was the ouly, thing that could be 
saved, with the exception of a few chairs and desks. : 


“Q. (by Mr. Read)... Did you saye, anything from the, Audi- 
tor's office? 


۸.۰ No, sir; We Auditor’s was locked up. The books that 
were saved were in the safe. - 

Q. Were the books of the Auditor's and Treasurer 8 offices 
and the records destroyed? - 4 

As No, sir; 1 think they were in the safe. ሰ 

Q. Were there any records belonging to the Teens 
books, statements, accounts —that were lost? 


À. No, not that I know of; T understand that they were in: 


‘the safe. ~ 
Q. Was not the supreme court fthere? . 


‹ A. Yes, sir; the supreme court sat there and it was not 


worth while to try to get at any of their papers. 


. Q. Who was in direct charge of the building as. watchman . 


or guardian at the time thé fire broke out? 

A. C. C. Everhardt and Santiago Johnson. : 

.Q- Which one of them was in ae at the time the fire 

broke out? 

‘A. The fire started at sae ዐ "clook and it was Johnson! B 
duty to be there, and Y think he was there. 

Q.' Was Johnson living in the building ? ۱ 

‘A. No, sir; there was no one that had the right to livê or 
sleep in the building. I had understood, hewever, that, the 
librarian sometimes slept there. 

Q. Then the librarian was. sleeping there and had rooms 
there without orders fróm. the ‘capitol commission ۰ . 

A. Yea, sizi'he wee ordered not to do it. I did not like to 


e 


say anything-abdat om he only یت‎ there when he 


rg ፡. : 
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Q. Occasionally he would go there and sleep ን to > 
orders? 

A. Yes, sir; and he had gotten 有 T me not io do so. 

Q. Did any of the other employes or watchmen who were 
around the building sleep there contrary to orders? 


A. No, sir. 


Q. Did you get any ር from the watchman that was | 


there or was supposed to-be on guard at the time the fire broke 
out? ۱ ۱ D ሽ 
A. Their opinion was the same—that some one must have 
set it on fire. 

.Q. Did anyone else have a. right to be i in the - out- 
side of the watchmen? 

A. No, sir. | | 

Q. Did you hear of anyone else being there af the time the 
fire occurred? 

A. No, sir; none whatscever, sir. 

Q. What was the destruction of the capitol "ን total 
or partial? à 

A. Nearly all destroyed, There was BE left نت‎ the 


chimneys. 


‘Q. Have the capitol commission, of which you are T seg 


retary, ever made any estimate of the value of the property a8 
it stands now? 6" 

A. ‘Yes, sir; we have done so and have looked into the mat- 
ter with the view of reconstructing some rooms for the Légis- 
lature, and when we found that it would cost too much we gave 
it up. We think there i is about $75, 000 or- $100,000° worth of 


property. We took some people there to examine it, amongst . 


others a Mr. Windsor, a carpenter, and some other fellow who 
was a stranger to me, who expressed: themselves that the build. 
ing was worth about that much. The other man was from 
Trinidad. Mr. Thomas introduced him to us as being a mason 
who came there. to ‘see if the foundation of the building had 


been injured by the fire, and after examining it he expréss J 
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himself as ችው that the building could be ከ 
' upon the same foundation. - ` | 


Q. What was the opinion of ‘these men in regan to, this: 


matter? 

“A. The opinion was that the walls, cellar, and foundation 
"were as good as ever, if not better. 

Q “That the walls now standing eee have to be taken 
down? | . 

A, Only down to the. ችና ጠሽ 

4. (by Mr. Read). Bat they said hey 3 would have to be 
taken down to the foundation? . 

A. Yes, sir. l 1 f 4 - 

Q. He said these walls would have to be taken down? 

‘A. No, sir; he did-not say that; he said these walls were 
just as solid as ever, from the ground up, I,mean;' above that 
would have to be taken down. We went up there and took 


2 


rose 


‘down the dangerous part, the chimneys and some of. the walls ` 


that were standing, you know; as they were dangerous and 
liabie to fall down and. do some damage to persons or to the 
cut stone which were very, valuable and which we did not want 
mutilated—we had them taken. down.’ Mr. Thomas told me 
that he knew they had ‘cost over: $12, 009: 0፻ d ኤም is, 
the cut stone. | - 

4. (by Mr. Hopewell J. These are good then? - 

A. He said if you donot take those walls down - a litte, 
they will tumble and will break, the stone to pieces, and accord- 


"C to that advicé we had all of those two chimneys taken down. ' 


Q. (by Mr. Head). How far did you take as dwn? 
à To the first story. | i 
Q. (by Mr. ኤው 1319 you employ an to take them 
down? 
A. Yes, sir; ዝከ. dnd to contract to take. them nr we did 
80 in order that the cut stone might be used again. 


. 4. These are now there EM safe? i ፡ 
s wf? À : Lu ay እ Vis m ie ` vt 2 x 
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Q. What did it cost to take them doar’ 


A. $400. We had several contracts with Mr. Donoghne l 


and Monier and several others. ' We let the contract to Mr. 
Donoghue. . 


Q- Now, Mr. Spiegelberg, what condition are the boilers. 
and the steam heating ሽን in—what condition are they 
in, do you know? " 

A. Yes, sir; it’ was one of the particular reasons pv we 
took those chimneys down, because had they fallen down on 
n boilers they wonld be smashed. : 

Q. (by Mr. Read). What is the condition of dicks boilers? 

A They are good, with the exception of the facing on the 
boilers, 'Fhese are cast iron. There are one or two pieces of 


the east iron broken up. One of the pillars fell on them, I 
think. 


Q. How do you know they are good? 

A. We have had them Nb ۱ ۱ 

Q. By whom? . | ۱ ۱ 

A. By Mr. Everhardt. We had them taken to pieces and 


dried out to see if they were quite good. That was shortly 
after the fire. Some water was carelessly left in them, and we 
were afraid that they might rust, so we had the engineer clean. 
them out, and made ‘him be careful to take out all the stop - 


cocks and loose cocks, and have them carefully dried out so 
that they would be good to go to work again. . 7 

Q. Did you get out all of the heating appar atus—such as 
the pipes, ete. ? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What was done with them? 

A, They are piled up theré. 

Q. On the ground? 


ሀ 


1 


A, Yes, sir; there are weights on the windows "and they |. 
- were all got out and piled up there. s 


:Q. How many boilers are there? — — 
A. Two. ۱ 
Q. What capacity are they? | 


ፌ 


o 2: Committee. —— ۰ 17 as 


A. Twenty-five HP. ; 
: 4. What else at the building i is saved besides the oat Bienes ; 
` —the valuable stone—-and the machinery? 7, 
. A. There are lots of brick. - There are thousands and mil- : 
lions of whole brick whieh ean be used for the same purpose us 
again, We took the walls down carefully. 


Q. There was a good deal of talk, in the papers that the ; 
> water | company did not furnish a sufficient supply of water. If 
there is any truth in that statement, we would like to know ዝ--- 
we would like you to tell ns? l | 

Es Leould not say. MEE 

Q. (by Mr. Read). I will put this question: ፲፻ it is not a. 
fact that the capitol commissioners were notified by Mr. Ever- 
hardt that there was no pressure. and no water there? 


A. About ten or twelve days before the fire Mr. Thomas ` 
had been out of town. He came downto the store and he said: 
. “Spiegelberg, I am going away for-a, few.days. Have an eye - : 
. out for things, and see that everything goes right;” and when T l 
` was over there after that I saw myself that the water ran | 
mighty slow out of the hose, and I said to Everhardt: What is 
the matter with the water? He answered: “Yes; it has been 
slow for a few days.” I immediately went to Mr. Seward, who 
is the agent, and told him about it, that our complaint was 
there was a great scarcity of water, and that there was no water, 
in fact, and he said: “I will see to it" T asked Mr, Ever. 
hardt the next Bon how the water was, and he said: “Tt 5 E 
soméwhat improved." : ^ ۰ 


Q. (by Mr, Read). Is it not true that Mr. Everhardt pom- 
plained to you and the other members of the capitol commission ` 
that there was no water, and that there was none for ‘eight Ne 
ten days before the fire—that there was no water at al there SEP. 


_ A. He never-asid such a thiug, and we have looked after. i ES 
and have ganged the water there: In esse of fire it wag 066ር8- . psi i 
sexy ‘that there al سس دا‎ Lar de es 1 
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. Q. Was your attention called to the fact that there was no 


water there? ' 


. A. There was water there, but the pressure was very little. 
Q. Was not your attention called to that particular | fact? 
" Yes, gir. 
. Q. (by MF Hopewell). Mr. Spiegelberg, did the men have 
anything by which they could test the pressure to find out 
whether the pressure was all right? 

A. Yes, sir; the agent of the water company came there 
once and stated that there was plenty of water, and Mr. Ever- 
hårdt also stated that there was plenty of water when he used 
the small hose and when he used the large hose it was not all 
right. He. used the hose to irrigate. He irrigated principally 
at night because the water was more plentiful. So far as fire 
was concerned, I never asked him about i He was on the 
ground, and I never thought to ask him about it. The capitol . 
commission was composed. of three members, and there was 
Mr. Thomas right on the ground to attend to it. 

Q. You say that Mr. Thomas was on the ground and that 
you considered it his duty to look out for these things? 

- A, Yes, sir; he bad his office right in there. He said: 
“This will be best for me.” And I know several times when 
I went there I saw him order the men around, aud I know that 
they have done what he told them, and that they did ‘not so 
much as answer. 

Q. Then the commission left it to Dr. Thomas tokbep track 
of the water? | 

À. Yes, sir. 

Q. Now, Mr. Spiegelberg; dia you have any insurance on 
the building? . 
A. No, sir. 

Q. Why not? 

A. The matter was this: at the first opportunity when-] was 
made commissioner that we met and they. said, “You take this 
and you take that.” 
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.Q. . What do you mean by taking ‘this and that? 
A. I took the secretaryship, Longwill the president, and 


Thomas the custodian; and I said the first thing we wanted was. 
an expense bill. I have been an old merchant and know that: 
that is the proper thing to go by. Well, I said, yon can not 


know about employment or about paying anyone 证 there is no 
expense sheet, The question then came up that if we paid 
this insurance there would be nothing to pay the employes or 
for ány- other thing. We decided therefore that we could not 
: insure if we had to pay this money out.for insurance, I said, 
therefore: No insurance, gentlemen; no, air.. I said this when 
፲ found out that there was no money there to. pay for it. Dr, 


` Longwill said that the Legislature did not appropriate enough. 
monéy and that we had no funds to use. He said so two or, 


three “times to me. I mentioned it to the insurance agents 
and we had some letters on the subject, one from Mr. Schofield 


and one from Mr. Wunschmann, telling. me that they wonld 


like to insure the building.: I said it was all right, and sug- 
gested ‘that:they insure the building and wait till the Legisla- 
ture met for their pay., We also tried to go to the bank and 


3; 8 


borrow the amount of money necessary to pay for this insur- ` 
ance, and we found that they would loan us the money on our ` 


individual ‘names but not as commissioners, so that-that was a 


failure. The next meeting we talked it over again and we were | 


then informed by the Governor that-he had written to several 
States and Territories and he was informed that the publie build- 
ings were not insured. Now, there it was dropped.. 
Q. You had written then to several States and Territories? 
A. The Governor: informed us that he had done so. 


Q. He informed you that the other “public PRAE were 
not insured ? 


A, Yes, sir. ‘ 
Q. Then you ‘suppose ° that this New Mexican building 
should not have- been insured? | 


A. Ifwe had had the money we would lave done 80. 
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Q. Was it not possible to have raised the money from the 
banks or somewhere else? M 

A. No, sir; we tried to. 

Q. Could you not -have borrowed the — and the next 


‘Legislature would have paid it back? 


A. No, sir. | P 
.. How much would it have cost to insure that building 
for $100,000? 
A. Well, I think a cent and a half or a cent and a quarter. 
Q. Did you ever have any offers from the insurance com- 


,. panies that they would insure the buildiig and wait for the . 


next Legislature to pay them? - 

A. No, sir 

.Q. Did you ever hixve any talk with the ደ 

A. Yos, sir; I went to the commission and said that I had 
arranged with the agents to insure the building. Mr. Wunsch- 
mann kicked about it. I then went to Schofield and he kicked 


about it, and he afterwards tried to get the rates reduced,: but 


they never mentioned that they would do it without getting the 
money for it at once. I mentioned that to them and they said 
ins they could not do it. 

Q. Did you not have a little surplus money iu the treasury 
you could have used? : | 

À. On the contrary, we owed money. 

~Q. I want you to understand, Mr. Spiegelberg, that I am 
only asking these questions for the purpose of obtaining i in- 

formation. 

A. You can ask me, my dear sir. any questions you want io. ` 
We made some caleulations to see if we.could'use some money 
to pay for this insurance, and Judge Seeds decided that 47 per 
cent. of the money already appropriated had been paid out, ard ' 
that would leave us without a cent if we paid the penses on 
this insurance. 

Q. Did the insurance agents of Santa Fe make you, any. 
proposition relative io insuring the capitol building and that 
they would wait for their pay? , 


_A. They would not do 80, sir. Here are the documents 
they sent us, ۰ 

( Mr. Spiegelberg ‘at this point filed two letters, one from 
Wunschmann and one from Schofield, i insnrance agents of Santa 
Fe, and they are appended hereto. P 

. Q. Did Governor Princé make a ê ih to iie capitol 


commision to have the insurance placed i in New York at a less | 


figure? + 

A. All that Governor Prince said to us, was that he had 
written to several States and ‘Territories asking them for rates 
and he received answers that ae ‘did not insure publie build- 

Q Did Governor Prince tell you that he could insure the 
building with New York companies at 75. cents on the hundred 
dollars, which was 25 centa less than the companies doing busi- 
ness in New Mexico asked? 

A. No, sir. g 

Q. Did he make that proposition to the board? 

A. Nö, sir. JENA | 

Q. (by Mr. Read). How much money did Du ‘need to in- 
sure that building? 

A. _ I think if we had had a thousand dalles we could have 
got along. ተ. 

(0. - How many watchmen have you there now? 5 

A. Up to last month we had two watchmen to take care of 


things and to see that the cattle ና not get in and e the 


trees and grass. 
. Q. When were و‎ watchmen on duty?. 
, A. ` One in the day-time and one at night. 


` Q. . Are you satisfied that the mere watchmen were there the ` 


whole night? 
A. Well we have tried him and found him there. He said 
it was rather unpleasant و‎ and I got him a tent. 


Q.- Do you miu nid is any actual need for ዜ watchmen 
Pas 
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A. Well we.tried it, and. the boys would destroy the trees 

and everything, and we eame to. the conclusion that we had to 

1 ۱ -have a watchman there, otherwise the boys would be always 
| kicking up a row and having the trees and grass destroyed. - 


] ۱ Q. Do you think it would be betterto have a watchman 
UE there from the penitentiary in charge? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. What has been the penses expense dor these wateh- - 
men ?. | 

A. Sixty dollars oH for the two. We keep it down to | 
forty now. ፪ሺ said to them that in the night-time we had bet-. 
ter have a good man, but in.the day-time a boy could be got 
for ten or twelve dollars a month to do all that was necessary 
to keep out the animals. 


; Q. What is the value of what is left of the capitol and 1 the 
a grounds? 
A. At least over $75,000 or $100, 000. ۱ 
Q. What is left now of the-walls—was it the opinion of the 
architects that they could be utilized again? 
A. 568 sir. 
« 4. Is the stone good? : 

A. Yes, sir. We went even so far as to take some of the 
dressed stones out of the walls and pile them up carefully. 
Some of these stones were broken at the corners. but. the 
architects said that they could be re-cut and would be as good 
as ever. 

Q. Do you keep any records? : 

A. Yes, sir; I keep my books, and every voucher is shown. . 
I have got a perfect set of boóks and you can see ሂ ይር from 
No. 1 to No. 800 or 400, which is the last. 

Q. How long since have you investigated to find out if this 
watchman is there all the time? 

. A. < Last night, sir. 

Q. Have you been there as late as u o'clock? 

A. No, sir; about 9 or 10 o'clock.- 
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Q. There has been no. E made to .you ክጩ the 
watchman is not there on the grounds? 
^5 A; „Not this man. The one we had there before sometimes - 
went away. - | ኸ% oT 
Q. The night or day watchman ? i 
A. Well we changed them to-day and I foünd out that he 
. was 8 justice of the pence a and called. the attention. of the presi- 
dent to it. n 
Q. -Does ħe not leave a lantern: i in his tent there and then ` 
go away, making it look as if he was still there on the grounds? -` 
- A. I don’t.know anything about that. I have very little to 
‘do with the selection of these watchmen, and thé others are two 
to one and they are Republicans while I ama Democrat, but 
6 appointed a new watchman. to- day. mE 
Q. . Whom did you appoint? . Pg 
° A. Juan Jose Salazar. 5 a ۱ 


Q. (by. Mr. Hopewell). Who are these ምክ who made 
this estimate of 75,000 or 100,000 dollars as the value of the 
property? 

- A Well, Mr. ` Monier, and, as Mr. Read knows, he í is the 
same man who built the capitol. . 
Q. What expense does the employment of these two watch- 
men,on the capitol amount to now? 
A. ۰ Well, I have estimated it already, We ought to have a 
< nian there sure. T 
Q. Now, 4. want to know as to the expense you are actually 
-~ at? Can you tell me? + : ۱ 
‘A, No, ‘sir. S 

, Q. Do you capitolcommissioners get any salary? 

A. No, sir; we do not get anything but $100 a year. 

0.. Now, what provision did you make for the Treasurer's 
‘and Auditors -fices after the building was burned ? 

A. We did everything they: wanted; we got rooms and 
' rented. thee fos fhems wegót 00185 for the Secretary in the 
id pese. and ጃው e gime’ ebisndeliezs. ሺ dpa te and 
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put them in some of the: offices. I have one .of them at my 
house now. We got rooms for the Auditor elsewhere, 

Q. What is the use of capitol commissioners at all unless 
there is a capitol? 

A. Iwillbe glad if you say that you do not want nie,’ but 
some one oughtto be there to see that these things are attended 
to. The Auditor wants coal, and the Treasurer wants this, ang 
other officers need to be looked after. 


Q. (by Mr. ST What was the expense of setting out 
these trees? 


A. I don’t know, that was Dus my time, =. 

Q. (by Mr. Hopewell). Could not one man do all the work 
that was necessary. around the capitol building? 

A: Yes; one man could do it all; one man could look sier 


. the offices just as well as the capitol commission. 


Q. Could not the warden of the penitentiary take care of — 


the capitol grounds, look after the capitol and ጊ all the 
material ? 


A. Yes, sir; I am willing that he should do it if he wants. 

Q. Do you think that the warden could look after the capi- ' 
tol grounds and do that work? In your opinion, as a citizen 
interested in the welfare of the Territory, could that be done? 

A. ` Yes, sir; it could be done; but at the same time it would 
be necessary to have a man there to look after things and irri- 
gate so that the trees and grass would be all right. . 

Q. Do you Know if one-of the convicts worked there at the 


time of the fire? 


A. Yes, sir; he was there for the ad of ree the 
grounds. 

Q. How did you get him from. the —— 

A. 14 was by order of the نا‎ woes that the warden 
should: furnish him. 

Q. And this convict was p in the balding at the 


time ? 


A. "They warited him all the time; and sometimes we could 


not get him; and sometimes he had tò water at night c on ag. ` 
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. count of the scarcity of water, and the convict would come back 
after dark. 
Q. You do not know whether the convict was there that 
night? 
A» Yes, sir; they were there watering.” 


Q. Gould it be. possible that -this convict slipped upstairs | 


and set fire to the building? Ua 
A. Perfectly possible. l 
Q.. Were they allowed inside the ‘door? 
“A. I don’t know anything about it. °. 


Dk. R. H. LoNGwWILL was called, sworn, and examined: 

Q. (by Mr. Hopewell). Doctor, we would like to. get a state- 
ment from you with reference to the burning of the capitol, the 
cause of the burning and everything relating, or appertaining 
to it. 

A. Well, I left the Territory i in February and aid not re- 


. iurn until June and the capitol was burned on or about the 12th | 


of May. I believe I was not here during the investigation, and 
all I know is what T have heard since my return. I understand 
that the fire broke out in “both domes of the building simul- 
taneously—in the north and south dome, and that would lead 
any reasonable person to believe it had been set afire. I had 
no doubt in my mind that 15 was set fire to. I do not know, 

however, anything positive about it. I have heard rumors but 
I do not think I have suficient proof to warrant my making. 
any statement. The grand jury here i vestigated the matter 
very thoreughly and they decided that- they could not fix the 
guilt on any particular ome. The building was, unfortunately, 
not insured during the 42nd fiscal year.. We had so funds to 


. do it with, We had a'debt coming over from the 41st fiscal ' 
- year suot, to something like $2,000, which we paid on the ` 


- Bd or Shot March i in the 434 fiscal year, which didn’t leave us 
& suflicisnt Dilinde 4o:pay forthe insuting of this building. JH: 


my ‘roule is dight ws had about $1500, bui-ihatowas - 
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vice, care of grounds, etc, This matter of insurance we ۱ dis- 
cussed three or four times and if we Bad Had sufficient funds 
we would have insured it, 

Q. What is your position on ‘the board? 

A: Tam president of the board: - 

Q. Did you have any offers from .any insurance agente OF 
did you make any offer to have it insured? _ 

A. We had some conversations with insurance agents but 
everyone of them wanted the money down or our personal 
notes. ፲ did not want to give my personal note for, with me, 
that is just the same as cash. I was willing, however, to give 
my note for it 88 a member of the capitol commission. 

Q. Could you have made any arrangements: with them to 
have had that buildirig insured without putting up the money ? 

A. Ican not remember of having been made any such prop- ` 
osition as that. ° If I was made any such proposition as that. ' 
I think we would have certainly accepted it We talked with 
the insurance agents on several occasions and I suggested that 
we could possibly get a loan. I also suggested that the Leg. 
islature would make provision to pay this money as soon as 
they met. But they were not willing to take any such ohang 
or risk. : 

Q. The baiting « was burned in May? 

A. Yes, sir. I was away from here, however, until the 6th ۰ 
or 8th of June. | 

- Q. What do you know about the water supply on the grounds 
of the capitol building at the time you left? EJ 

A.” Well, I know we often had trouble with the water sup- 
ply and that 1 in some of the smaller pipes the water supply was 
not good. , Sometimes it would not reach the upper floors with 

sufficient: force to keep the closets clean, We had, at one time . 


duri ing the Legislature, to close these closets up because there 


was no water. Sometimes there was not sufficient force id 


"s water to throw it up there and keep the tanks full. 


Q. Had there not been frequent ne with the water i iu 
the AME and on the grounds? 2 
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A. Yes, sir. . 

Q- Did you make any complaint to the ‘water works? 

A. Yes; frequently. - à 

Q- What did they reply? ` 3 

A. Well, sometimes they were fixing their water service, 
and sometimes they said they could not account for it; some- 
times there was ዜ leak in the dam. u: 


Q. Well, then, doctor, knowing these facts, that the water 
supply was frequently insufficient, that ought to have been a 
greater, incentive to have the insuránce put on the building. 

A. No question about that, but the Legislature did not 
make sufficient appropriation to pay for insuring the building. 

Q. Had the matter been d to the attention of the 
-last Legislature? - 1 ጋ 

A. : Yes, sir, i ' 1 i 

Q. Could you not have cut off some other — and 

' taken enough money out. of that-fund to pày for a reasonable 
insurance on the building? 

A. No, sir; we could not We did. not have sufficient 
money for our current expenses, 
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Q. ‘From the fact of knowing that the water supply was not 


generally good, would it not have been good policy to have in- 
sured the building. 


A; .1 want.te state that- the water supply. was not generally : 
bad; it was usually good, but there were times when it was bad. 


- Q. Would it not have been ‘better to have taken this e 
put insurance on the building? 


A. Well, not in my opinion the character of 
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. A. I have no doubt about it. 
Q. How could that be possible የ 7 
A. Well, I have been in that building many diua in the 


open, but the doors of the offices were shut from 12 to 1 o'clock. 


It would have been perfectly possible for anyone to have slipped 
` in there and gone upstairs, as the janitor's room is 170 or 


180 feet from the main door. A person could have goné up on 
the north stairs and'nobody might have known it. 


Q. Was the ied a to the orders of the capitol com- 
mission ? ۱ 


A, Yes, sir. 
Q. What were your general orders to the janitor? 


A. Our general orders to the janitor were to be careful and. 


not to allow anybody in there.who had no business there, but 


he was ordered to be courteous to strangers and to show them. 
the building. The building was under the control o£ .the. sec- 


retary. 
Q. Who was the janitor at that time? 
A. E. C. Everhardt. 
Q. Where is he now? d 
A. Here in Santa Fe. 


Q. Has he ever made any statement to you as to’what he : | 


thought was the cause of the fire? 


A. I have said that I thought it was set on fire, and he also 
said the same thing, I think, but I will not be certain about - ۰ 


that. I could not be certain because I did ‘not charge my 


- middle of the day and I did not see any place where it was pos 
sible for it to catch on five. The corridors, of course, were’. 


memory with what he said. Hè spoke:to me once about the ' 


capitol, but I really could not remiember exactly what he said. 
Q. Would it have been a very unsual thing if people’ who 


: went there were to go out upon the roof? . 


A. Well, it was not infrequently. Some. people went ‘there 
and as there was a ladder up to the dome ` ‘they would go out 
on to the roof to see the. city and get the view. 

. Q. There was a ladder in which. dome? . 
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A. Well, never was in the north dome. | 

0009. ን ከ ውሰ ግሻ... es ELE 

A. Just. . ^. | l o$ 

Q. Who was the night watchman of that building ? ai 

À. Santiago C. de Baca. ` 

Q. Did he ever make any statement of the matter? | 

A. No, sir; Lhave never said | ‘anything to him sbont the 
matter since my return except once I said to him, “Santiago, 

> © they tell me you were not there the night of the fire,” and’ he - 

Bud “I was just on my way there.” 


. Q. Did you ever have any convicts T the — 
employed at the. capitol? 1 ut 

A. Yes, sir; there were-some convicts working around the 
building. - There was 4 convict there- that dim 

Q. What was his business? 

: 5 A. He was thére to irrigate the to clean up the 

floor and to do anything that he was told around the building. - 
Q. Did he have the run of me budding? 
A. Yes, sir. - 

<“ Q. E the convict had the run nol the building he o could haré 

slipped up there and set the place on fire? 
A. Unquestionably, if ከ6 had been a vicious man.  . i 

' Q. Have you ever made any estimate of the ae value | 

of the building? 7 ; 

۱ A. Yes, sir; I furnished the mani on wid አረዳቸው 
nor made his report to the. Legislature. I consulted with Mr. 
Berardanelli, who iş, "an -anchitest, م سار و‎ ረ 
structures in the "Territory--—eucitas the Las Vegas counters 
the Albuquerque court honse and the school af apinge: 
corro, 1 took hig opinion, in. the mation „ Wa €—— EC 
of money in and ‘about-the building and. expe? 
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charge of the grounds and we pay him $30 a month, besides : 
the services of a boy. I should think the value of what re- 
mains of the capitol is about $80,000. 

- Q. There is a good deal of, machinery and other apparatus 
there, i is there not? 

A. Yes, sir. We are informed by parties who ought to 
know that the boilers are serviceable, although I think one of 
the pillars fell down and injured one of the boilers to some ex- 
tent; I could not say how much, but I am informed itd is not 
serious. 

Q. Then $80,000 you estimate is a reasonable sum to set 
on the value of the building and grounds as they now stand? 

A. Yes, sir; I will state that the building cost us $200,000 
—the building cost $198,000, but I am informed that $400,- 
000 cash would reconstruct just as good a building. l 


Q. How many watchmen have you employed at the present 
time 


A. We have one at. $40 a month.. We did have two watzh 
men there at 860 8 month—a night watchman and a day ' 
watchman. We have this night watchman now and he employs 
a boy to look after the grounds in the day-time. 

.Q. How much do you pay this boy? 

A. The man, I think, pays this boy $10 a morth, leaving 
himself $30 a month. 

Q. What did you do for offices for the "Tezritoriol Auditor 
and Treasurer? 

.À. We have rented office rooms for the Territorial Treasur- ' 
er and furnished them with some óf the furniture that we saved 
from the capitol building. We farnish them with coal and the 
general needs of their otlices. ' 


Q. What, if any, useis there for a oapitol commission at - 


the present time? 
A. Unless the Legislature makes an appropriation to re- 
build there is no necessity for a capitol commission just now. 


Q. . Could the Treasurer and Auditor be supplied in any 
other way! : . : 


o 


si سس‎ ae a تا ی‎ 
A. - Yes, sir. | ۱ ۱ ۳ 5 
Q. The warden of the ኝም idi be و‎ to . ቀ 
look after the grounds, etc., could he not? 4 ል 


A. Yes, sir; and the only extra expense he wonld have would 
be a night wateh, because he could-have a trusty there in the - . 5 


. day time, and that would save having a day watchman. __ 1 
Q. Then, 88 ‘president of the board of capitol commission : 
ers, you do not think the committee is to blame vd not avag. 15 


insurance on the building? 
A. Well, I will say this—tliat they had the right to insure, 
as well 88 the power, but they were not furnished with funds. _ : 
lam sure that if they had had funds to insure the building, 
avd could have paid fhe'employes and labor around oe that => : 
the building would have been insured. . ROT 
Q. Then in your opinion the Legislature i is equally 1 to blame? ፣ 
A. Yes, sir. ሽ 
Q Have you any die idea, or any idea, as to who set: 
fire to that building or as to anyone who could give us any in- ۱ 
formation on the subject? -. - . oo d 
A. I donot know that I have. 1 I had. any certain in- 
formation that I could furnish I would give it to ia Ee 
` jury as quickly as possible. : 

Q. Have you any reason to believe that it was set on fire 
for the purpose of removal of the capitol? 

A. ` I could not say that I have, I have heard such talk, ; 
but I certainly would not believe that people would do sucha $ 
thing as that. . > 

4. Then you would rather belete it was set on fire B some | ; 
evilly disposed person? . 5 ۱ 

A, Some vicious person whose mind was diseased. ' à 

Q. 1s there anything else. that you would care to state to: z 
' tbe committee? n 

A. I would like to say that if it would be of any serviee T i 
am willing to come before the committee again, "There is also 
` another thing—that the’ trees and grounds ovet there &re very = 


"y 
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valuable "m think it would be better for the interests of the — 
Territory to have something 16. ፪ከ6 way of water service. ን 


PAUL WuNSCHMANN, called, sworn and examined : 
(By Mr. Hopewell.) ' | 
Q. What OE Î or what talk did you have with the . 
capitol committee or custodian in regard to the insürance of 
this building prior to the burning? 

A. I do not remember of;having had any after the Legis- | 
lature two years ago, / 
. Q. This is your letter is 3. not t (handing letter to 5 ው T 

A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And your proposition to insure the building? 
A. Yes, sir; that is right. : 
Did you offer to insure this building and wait until the 
Ees ተ ለ met for your pay? 
A. J think I did. | 
4. Would you haye been willing to insure the building if 
the capitol commission had’ told : you that they would recom- 
mend that the Legislature make an ማገ ር to pay the 
. premiums? 
ላዲ... Yes, sir; I think I would. | 
Q. You think you stated ون‎ of that kind to the 
eapitol commission ? 
^A. Yes, sir; I think I did. D can find out by locking up, 
my books. 
Q. Will you be kind enough to lopk them: up and let us ۰ 
know in three or four days, about this matter? 
A. Yes, sir. . E ic 


` HOUSE or REPRESENTATIVES, | - 
February 5, 1893. 
The capitol committee of the House of Representatives of. the 
+ 30th Legislative Assembly of the Territory of New Mexico met 
as per adjournment and there were present Messrs. Boyer : 
Frampton and Bead. i l E 


fret 


PE 
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Jo OHN Gray, of Santa Fe, was called, sworn and examined: 


(By Mr. Hopewell.) - 

Q. Mr. Gray, we want all the information you can give us 
relative to the burning of the capitol. 

A. [do not remember the date on which the capitol was 
burned: The alarm of fire was given and I immediately ran 


--to the fire house and turned out thé hose cart and started for 


the fire. Of course the further we. went the more help we had 


in pulling the eart. We ran through the eapitol grounds to . 
, the hydrant on the west side.’ I made the connection. Some 


of the other firemen took the hose, attached the nozzle and ran 
to the south side of the building, and stopped there and waited 


for water. I had turned on the hydrant full; but we could not - 


get any water. 1 tried to find out where the connection from 


the main to the building was, but no one seemed to know. 
. The firó at this -time was very small, and I am qüite sure we 


could have put. it out in from one to five minutes. While I was 
still there ' working at this hydrant, probably ten minutes after 


‘the fire was first discovered, a fire broke out'in the north dome. _ 
The firgj fire. was in the south dome. I could see plainly from 


where I was that there was no fire in the center. I was on the 


west side of the building, within probably 100 to 150 feet of', 


the building, and I could see the lights of these two fires. : I 
am chief of the fire department and was at the fime. I was. 
also city marshal at the time. 3 
Q. ‘How long was it after the fire was discovered in the 
south dome that you noticed it in the north dome? 
_ Y should judge from 12 to 15 minutes. 
Now you say you were " there dier nd for water? 
Yes, sir. 
There was no water? - 
No, sir. _ 
How de you account for that? ۳ 
It was shut off. ` EE 
Whereabóuts? .. o . = 
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A. "Ihe water main is laid ou the west side of the building 
on capitol street, and the connection is made there with Hie 
building. The water was turned off at the main. f 
Was it turned off in full or in part? 

It was not turnéd off in full, but partly so. 

Not: enough to give you any, pressure whatever? 

Not enough to drive the water through 250 feet of hose. — 

What did you do before you got a supply of water? i 

We did not get a supply of water. If we had we cou 
TM put out the fire in two to five minutes. ` 

Q. Do you know anything about the water service in | the 
grounds at the time? ; 

A. I know, this, I have seen them watering the grass and 
trees, I think they had some convicts there, and my recollec- 
tion is I saw one or two convicts the night i the fire, and won- 
dered what they were doing there. i 

Q- Did you know where the water was turned off that night? 

, Or rather, was the water turned on that night? . 

A. . ۲6 was turned on the next day after they . ed out 

where the connection was. 

. Q. At the connection out in the street, is that i in a bos or 
anything you could go to and turn it on?_ . 

A. It seems they had difficulty in finding where it was shut 
` off. The same night I went-and tried one of the hydrants in- 
front of Mr. Garnier's place and two other hydrants and found 
the pressure good, very good. 

Q. Would it have been possible, Mr. Gray, to have همم‎ 
off this water there without going down, digging for it? . 

À. Oh, yes; if you knew where it was yone could. 

` Q. Is there a box there? 

A. There is a flat rock there and thers is 8 box under. it. 

Q. Did you know that it had been turned off? | 

A. I know that if it had not been turned off we would have 
had water. 

Q. Could any of hess convicts have turned it off? 
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A. Yes, sir. They could have forned it off if they had the 
. key. a ۱ 


Q.. Any evil disposed. person whic wanted to ‘deaths the 
_ > Capitol could have turned off the. ኞ nid 


A. Yes, sir. - 
, Q Do you ‘think it is possible that was done? l 
` A. Yes, sir; i$ is | perfectly possible.. — - 


; Q. (by Mr. Real). Do you know whether the EAS who , 
had charge of the TED was, there that night? 


Was Seward then the agent of the water company. 


‘He was the superintendent of the water company. He 
said the pipe inside the grounds did not belong to the com- 


” pany but to the Territory a and fhat he had nothing to do with 
. it only to furnish the water. ` : 


Q: Did you make any inquiry as to whether there was a 


A. No, sir. | l l 

Q. Did you make any inquiries? ለይን l ። 

A. Yes sir; bnt no one seemed to know: “anything about it. 
Q Did you see Seward? ۱ 

A Yes, sir . e s ۱ 
Q. 

A, 


cock in the hhilding? 
A. Yes, air. . ۳" A 
Q. Did you find out anything about it? 人 


A. No, sir; ne one seemed to know. 


Q. (by Mr. Hopewell). Who had. charge of the ۰ water” a 
the capitol grounds at that time? 


ፌዲ Why, the Janitor seemed to have ስ of i SEG 
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Q. Dia’ you ask. Mr.. Everhardt it he knew አለክ about 
that water being turned off? 


ለ. Yes six, ee, . ts X l 
9. What did Re sey? | RN. 
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À. He said he did not know ፲ሺ was turned off and did not 
know, why. He p said that the water had been very scarce 
there. ۱ R 


Q. Supposing this pipe had been nad on in PEE would . 


there have been plenty of water? . ve S 


A. Well, sir, according to the elevation there would have | 
been plenty of water if there was any at-all in the reservoir. 


The pressure was very good at the other places I tried. 
Q. As chief of the fire department it was your duty to make 


A. Yes, sit. 

Q. 
supply i in other parts of the town was very good that night? 

- A. Yes, sir; we had a pressure of 100 to 140 pounds to the 
square inch; and with a two and a half inch hose: ard a half 
inch nozzle we could have thrown water about 132 feet from 
the end of the hose. In this case we could have ‘drawn the 
hose up stairs and got right ab the fire. - That force of water 


would have put it out ina minute. It ም almost oe 


down a brick wall. je 

Q- How high was the capitol building ? 0* 

ሏ. Three stories. 

Q. How d from the ground was the: fire hon you first 
saw it? 


Sut 


‘yourself familiar with the water supply in all parts of the town ? 


And you. know ۳ your own knowledge that the water | 


A. It was s pretty high, but we could TM run right.up. thé l 


stairway. c 
. Q. You could have got right at me fire?, 
` A. Yes, sir, 
Q. Did you take it up? o 
A. We started up but found there was no use, . ; 
Q You are positive you could have saved that یت‎ 证 ' 
` you had had water? . ۰ 
A. I know it 


water that night? 


Q. (by Mr. Read). Do you mean to say that-there was no 
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À. I doubt it & drop o£ water would go out of the: .nezkle if 
the hose was taken to the top floor. __ . 
Q. How high did the water actually go? - ‘te 
À;' I did not see ít; X was out atthe hydrant making'a ‘éon- 
nection. 
Q. Did you see anything around that building during the 
fire that would lead you to believe that it had been sef on fire? 
A. There is no question in my mind that it was ihe work 
of መን H 
-' Q. (by Mr. Hopewell). Did you of ‘your own “personal 
knowledge see anything that led you. to believe if ከ50 been 
_set on fite? l 

A. I tried very Hard but T can a not say that I saw anything 
peculiar. 

Q. | You did not 866 any suspicious actions of persons or in- 
dividuals? - Yon spoke of convicts being around the building; 
had that anything to do with it? 

ለ. No, sir; not so far as I know. . You see everything was 


confusion at’tlie time. 1 remember seeing these convicts, one 


or two, that is all. - , 

Q. What, if anything, was saved from the building? 

‘A. There were a great many books carried out of the Secre- 
tary’s office. ` There was a good deal of the Territorial library 
saved, but my attention was s called chiefly to the acting of the 
water. . 

Q. Do you know whether that building : was insured. E 

A. I do not think it was. I was in the insurance business 


„and tried to get it insured, but not at that time. Us s 


Q. When were you in the insurance büshiesa? -- ''' 
: A About two years ago. 


Q. Did you try at any time immedintely prior to hê ipn- | 


3 


* a 


ing to get the building insured? ' 
4. No sir: net, just prior to the fire. . 


Q. Whom did jon go io መሷ vhat ill did you wwo?) 


A. , Well T went ها‎ the board bf ዘመደ NM I 
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Q. (by Mr. Read). State everything the board of managers 
said to you. 

A. My recollection is that there was no ን as the i: 
islature had not made an appropriation, and that there a was 
something wrong with the bonds. B 

Q. Did you såy you could insure the building ‘iid wait 
until the next Legislature-for your pay? 

; No, but. I think Wunschmann did. 
Were you there when he "ege it? 
No, 815. 
What was the premium offered ? 
. I forget now. It is on the managers’ hooks, however. 
What company?  . 
Two of them; both are the same; it was all in the com- 
pact thea 
Q. 15 there anything ins: you have not already stated ? 


ባበ ለበለበ 


. A. Well, I believe the building was set on fire, and I know 


had we got pressure of water we could have saved it. : 
Q. To what do you attribute the insufficiency of water? _ 
A. Well I might be wrong in blaming any one in particular. 
It seems te me that if I had been custodian of the building I 
would have known that the water supply was good. 


< 
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` Q. Then you have cause to believe that those in charge of - 


and should be censured ? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. It was carelessness on the part of some one... 

A. It looks. that way to me, with hose all over the house, 
that it should burn that way. 

Q. Was there any water in that hose on | the house? 

A: . None, for I went to the hydrant and tried it, I men 
and tried the hose inside of the building. 

Q. , There was ho water ?. < 2 

A. No, sir. 


‘the building were willfully or extremely careless and negligent ` 


2 Was hose supplied | from the same main that the fire hose 


was? 
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A. Yos, air; from he sare susin, just as the Federal build. 


ing. 
Q. What was ‘the object in having tanks on the roof. 5 
A. Because the water supply might give ont sometime. 
Q.' You Bay there was no water in these tanks? 
.À. No, sir; none,- ae 
Q- You have every reason to belive that there was DO o water 
there? A i 
Q. Did you see any NOM or others making any effort 
to handle the hose i in the building? 
A. Ido not think that we did. = 
Q. “The only hose used that-you saw ia Mo ê SS 
A. Well, con: agg erue اف‎ as it 
was all spread over the building? . 
Q. Was the inside hose cut anywhere? - i 
A. There was one piece cut, bnt do not know whether that- 
was done before or after the fire. 
Q. Were you informed ዥ that was done በክ the ` 
fire or previous to it? ` r 
A.. No, sir ; $503 
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